
Notwithstanding any general or special law or regulation to the
contrary, a special commission, hereafter referred to as the
Charles River Water Quality Commission, is hereby established
for the purpose of making an investigation and study relative to
the feasibility of  bringing the water quality in the Charles River
lower basin to a level safe for swimming.  The work of this com-
mission shall support the goals established in 1995 by the Clean
Charles River 2005 Environmental Protection Agency Initiative
and assist with the objectives of the swimmable Charles River
working group to improve water quality in the Charles River.

The Charles River Water Quality Commission shall study the
water quality of the lower Charles River basin including, but not
limited to:

(a) the collection of existing data concerning bacteria, viral,
turbidity, larity, sediment volume and quality, and all other water
quality and environmental parameters that may affect human
exposure to water from the Charles River;
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(b) identification of additional data, various technologies, engi-
neering solutions, or environmental solutions  necessary with cost
estimates to improve water quality and sediment impairments that
may impact human exposure to water from the Charles River, and
the creation of public swimming areas in the lower Charles River
on department of conservation and recreation property;

(c) sites for the development of public swimming areas along
the lower Charles River basin, taking into account current uses,
public transportation, and any environmental factors.

The Charles River Water Quality Commission shall be co-
chaired by the house and senate chairs of the Joint Committee on
Natural Resources and Agriculture, and  consist of two (2) mem-
bers of the house of representatives appointed by the speaker of
the house; two (2) members of the senate appointed by the senate
president; one (1) member appointed by the senate minority
leader; one (1) member appointed by the house minority leader;
one (1) representative of the Environmental Protection Agency
selected by the Governor from three (3) nominations recom-
mended by the Environmental Protection Agency; one (1) repre-
sentative from the Department of Conservation and Recreation
appointed by the Governor; one (1) representative from the Swim-
mable Charles River Working Group appointed by the Governor
from three (3) recommendations made by the Charles River Con-
servancy. In addition, one (1) employee of the Department of
Conservation and Recreation shall serve as part-time staff to said
commission.  All members shall serve without compensation for
service on the commission. Said commission may consult individ-
uals and entities outside of its membership for research, advice,
support and other functions necessary and appropriate to accom-
plish the commission’s objectives.   Said commission shall submit
a report, including legislative recommendations, if any, to the
joint committee on natural resources and agriculture and the house
and senate committees on ways and means by December 15, 2005.

The special commission shall dissolve upon completion of its
duties and obligations, as indicated by submission of its findings
and recommendations.
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